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T
he government is working out ways to ensure that 
non-resident Indians get to vote in the general elections.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh hopes that legal and

logistical issues will be sorted out before the next general
elections to make external voting possible for NRIs.

The decision to facilitate NRI participation in the electo-
ral process is long overdue. A Bill to this effect was cleared 
by the Union cabinet in 2006 and is now pending with the 
law ministry. More than 100 countries allow non-resident 
citizens to participate in the electoral process and there 
is no reason why the world’s largest democracy should 
not do so. Every Indian passport holder is entitled to the
right to vote by virtue of being an Indian citizen. NRIs can’t
be exceptions. The main obstacle that has prevented the 
government from extending the right to vote to NRIs is a
clause in the Representation of the People Act (RPA) that
limits the scope of participation in elections to residents of
India. In an increasingly globalising world, the idea of 
domicile has changed. The notion of permanent residence
and home constituency belongs to a different age when 
people travelled less or did so only to return to the same
place. People increasingly prefer to have multiple identities
and multiple residences. The RPA must be amended to 
reflect this new global reality.

What is applicable to NRIs holds true for a lot of Indians
within the country as well. Internal migration is on the rise and
its pace is likely to increase. Employment and educational 
opportunities are its main drivers. Better transport and 
communication facilities have made migration easier and 
people are making the best use of the new opportunities. But 
the electoral process seems oblivious to these trends. Even the
proposed changes to the RPA don’t factor in migration within
the country. Avenues like postal ballots continue to be limited
to certain categories of public servants. True, duplication of
voters in electoral rolls needs to be avoided. But, are we, in 
the process, excluding many citizens, even if inadvertently,
from the electoral process?

There are, of course, logistical hurdles in doing away with
the domicile clause. But surely the process of registering 
as a voter can be simplified and made easier. The initiative 
to provide all citizens with a Unique Identity number and 
a biometric card may help to ease the electoral process as 
well. There must be a renewed focus to widen participation in
the electoral process. Granting voting rights to NRIs is a step 
in that direction.

Who Gets To Vote?
NRIs may get an opportunity to vote 

in the general elections

W
orking out at the gym has become serious stuff today.
Fitness is in fashion, and a jog in the park is passe.
You need modern equipment with blinking dash-

boards, a training schedule and a muscular trainer. My gym
has all these essentials. I spend a good hour there every 
morning. I reached my gym at seven in the morning yesterday
wearing my expensive, Italian-designed red jogging suit. It is
stylish and the zipped-up jacket makes a fashion statement. A
couple of college students entering the gym asked me where
one bought it. I hate to lose an opportunity to impress and so
gave them extended details, including a guided virtual tour of
Bologna’s shopping areas. I met up with a lawyer who is a regu-
lar on entering the cardio section of the gym. We got talking
about a few topical legal cases. Then the conversation veered
around to a new low-calorie restaurant that had opened near
the high court. “Delicious seafood,” he
summarised, and invited me for lunch. I
was just about to begin working out on 
a stationary bicycle when a television 
programme caught my eye. My gym is now equipped with sev-
eral television sets, so at any time you can watch any channel. I
got off the bicycle immediately, and watched with great inter-
est the recent exploits of a famous golfer. Around me, there
were two couples whose gym romances had truly blossomed in
the recent past. It seemed to me their only purpose in visiting
the gym was to meet each other.

I tried to get onto a treadmill for my jog towards the end of
the hour, but it wasn’t my fault that every single machine was
fully occupied. So, i met the dietitian and asked her whether i
could add on a plate of onion pakodas in the evening, since my
soft drink intake had been successfully cut down from four to
two per day. It was eight o’clock by then, and one had to rush
back home for a shower to even stand a chance of reaching my
office in time. I picked up a bottle of energy drink to compensate
for the long workout before leaving the gym. I noticed my well-
toned neighbour coming back sweating from the nearby park,
having jogged his usual five kilometres when letting myself 
into the house. I thought to myself, “What an old fashioned guy.
I must convince him to work out at my gym!” 

Working Out
Harish Bhat

T
he incipient revival of the global econo-
my owes to the increased spending (and
tax reductions) carried out by govern-

ments in both advanced and developing 
economies. However, the sustainability of this
rebound depends not only on the volume of
spending but vitally also on its quality. Many
developing nations entered the crisis with 
reasonably sound fiscal balances. Yet, there 
is a premium everywhere on ensur-
ing that the large amounts of fiscal
stimulus are spent well. Moreover,
public budgets, while addressing the
economic crisis, must also confront
the rise in unemployment and 
poverty and the rapidly escalating
danger of climate change.

These circumstances are crucial
for high income countries such as the
United States and Japan at the fore-
front of the fiscal stimulus as well as
middle-income countries such as 
China and India whose economic
growth is pivotal both for domestic
progress and the global recovery. They
suggest three priorities for action.

First, financial flows need to con-
tinue to be adequate and timely, espe-
cially in the face of growing fiscal
gaps. Official flows have assumed in-
creasing importance as international finan-
cial institutions have augmented their finan-
cial flows, especially to developing countries.
World Bank lending institutions delivered a
record $60 billion worldwide in 2009, with Indo-
nesia, Brazil, Mexico, India and China as the
top recipients. The International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) support reached $160 billion
globally while the Asian, African, European
and Inter-American Development Banks pro-
vided unprecedented volumes to their regions.

All this has helped but to sustain the 
economic revival worldwide, private capital
flows must also be reinvigorated. Private 
financial flows to developing countries fell
from$1,200 billion in 2007 to $360 billion in 2009.

Reversing this trend is fundamental. The 
poorer developing countries still face a $12 
billion gap this year, and may not be able to
cover even the most essential social spending.
And across the board, the extraordinary fiscal
expansion needs to give way to a pick up in 
private consumption and investment.

Second, it is essential to manage the grow-
ing government deficits from the fiscal 
stimulus and the economic slowdown. Fiscal
deficits in 2009 are estimated to be nearly 7 per-
centage points of GDP higher than in 2007 in
G20 nations, and 5 percentage points higher
in G20 emerging economies. Meanwhile, the
ratio of public debt-to-GDP in the G20 could, by

one estimate, rise by nearly 15 percentage
points between these years. Going forward, a
sharp fiscal adjustment and stronger growth
will be needed to pay down the debt.

To generate economic growth, the stimulus
spending needs to be directed to high-produc-
tivity areas. For example, channelling outlays
to finish infrastructure projects has higher
payoffs than providing untargeted subsidies,
be it for energy or food. But even here, history
tells us that just any spending on infrastruc-
ture would not automatically generate
growth. Only a few countries have put in place
mechanisms for analysing, tracking and 
evaluating project costs and benefits. Plans 
already underway in some countries such as

India and South Africa to give a high and visi-
ble priority to monitoring and independent
evaluation of projects and programmes are 
potentially a hugely important step.

Third, with nearly 90 million more people
pushed into poverty because of the crisis, effec-
tive social programmes (in education, health
and safety nets) need to be protected. Some
countries are shielding social spending and 
expanding safety nets. In Brazil, Colombia,
Mexico and Turkey, where strong institutions
are in place, conditional cash transfers are 
effective. China has combined labour market
actions and safety nets to stabilise employment,
while Indonesia has combined safety nets and

livelihood approaches. International
lending institutions have stepped up
lending for social programmes, espe-
cially financing for safety nets.

Unfortunately, the financial cri-
sis has diluted attention to climate
change and the environment, even as
these issues are proving to become a
game changer – be it through their 
damaging effects on agriculture or
habitats, or health and well-being.
Natural disasters especially threaten
South Asia. Remarkably, the fiscal
stimulus presents an opportunity to
shift to sustainable investments – as
South Korea, China, Mexico and the
US are doing to some degree. Interna-
tional lending institutions have in-
creased support for renewable ener-
gy and spearheaded climate funds.
The follow-up to the Copenhagen

summit in December provides a chance to inte-
grate climate change into the crisis response.

The economic crisis has brought a record
fiscal expansion worldwide and the largest 
increase in official flows to developing econo-
mies. Since the global economic recovery is
still fragile, it would be premature to retract
the fiscal expansion because that in turn could
stall the revival. However, rising deficits and
debts across the major economies oblige us 
to ensure that the money is put to effective 
use – not only to elicit good returns on all the
public spending, but also to avoid a relapse 
and a future crisis.

The writer is director-general, Independent 
Evaluation Group, World Bank, Washington DC.

Cash In On Stimulus
Public spending should be put

to efficient use worldwide

Vinod Thomas

Working on projects with higher payoffs

T
he cosmic dance is so per-
fect that we almost forget
the Dancer. But there can

be no dance without a dancer.
We cannot see the Dancer be-
cause our vision, our attention
has become superficial and our
perception, anthropocentric.

To discover the Dancer in
the dance, you must get im-
mersed in the dance so that you
also become the dance. You are
no longer a spectator, you are it,
you know the Dancer by experi-
ence; you are touched by Him.
Or, if you want to know the
Dancer in His full
depth and dimension,
to know the source of
the dance, that which
is the basis of the act,
then you should pay
absolute attention.
This may seem con-
tradictory: on one
level, i am saying
you must plunge in-
to the dance; on an-
other level, i am say-
ing you must be able to watch
with utmost intensity. But the
world is round – nothing contra-
dicts anything. When you look
at it in a fragmented way, if you
cut it into pieces and then look
at it, everything seems to be
contradictory.

So, if you are totally in-
volved in the dance, that is one
way of knowing. Or, if you know
how to keep away from that, if
you are absolutely uninvolved
and are able to observe the act
totally, if you can decipher the
difference between the act and
the actor, the dance and the
Dancer, that is another way of
knowing. The second way re-
quires much more awareness,
sharpness, intensity and train-
ing; it is easier to become part 
of the dance. Slowly, as the
rhythm picks up, as you get
drawn deeper and deeper into
it, you will not know which is
you and which is the dance.
Once you are a part of the dance,

you cannot miss the presence of
the Dancer.

All of us have come with the
same seed. Though every seed
has come with the same possi-
bility, between a seed and a tree,
there is a journey to be made. If
you want the seed to become a
tree, you have to nurture it, pro-
tect it; there are weeds that you
have to take care of. The same
weeds have been bothering us
since ages; still we haven’t fig-
ured out how to handle them.
Anger, hatred, jealousy, fear,
doubt – the same silly weeds
have lasted too long because
weeds do not need nurturing,

they need no protec-
tion nor cultivation.
They just grow.

If you want a sacred
seed to sprout and
prosper, you have to
clear the weeds, culti-

vate the land, add
manure and provide
for water and sun-
light. If you are
afraid of the harsh-
ness of the sunlight

and avoid it, you will also avoid
its life-nourishing warmth. So
do not waste your time by con-
stantly going through the same
nonsense that we have gone
through for a million years.

If light has to dawn for you – i
say “for you” as light itself has
already happened – the sim-
plest thing to do is to separate
what is you from what is yours.
Just an intellectual exercise
will not do, though it may begin
that way.

The seed of the Creator is in
you, and it will not give you a
moment of rest till it finds its
original nature. You will never
know real peace in your life, you
will never know absolute ease
in your life till you allow the
Creator to find His way. Your
constant longing to be some-
thing more than what you are
right now, the basis of the very
desiring process is just this: the
source of Creation striving to
find its boundless nature.

Dissolve Into Dance, 
Be One With It

Discourse: Sadhguru

A
s healthcare reform here in the US
nears the finish line, there is much
wailing and rending of garments

among conservatives. Even calmer con-
servatives have been issuing dire warn-
ings that Obamacare will turn America
into a European-style social democracy.
And everyone knows that Europe has lost
all its economic dynamism.

Strange to say, however, what every-
one knows isn’t true. Europe has its eco-
nomic troubles; who doesn’t? But the story
you hear all the time – of a stagnant econo-
my in which high taxes and generous so-
cial benefits have undermined incentives,
stalling growth and innovation – bears 
little resemblance to 
the surprisingly positive
facts. The real lesson from
Europe is actually the 
opposite of what conser-
vatives claim: Europe is
an economic success, and
that success shows that
social democracy works.

Actually, Europe’s 
economic success should
be obvious even without
statistics. For those
Americans who have 
visited Paris: Did it look
poor and backward? What about Frank-
furt or London? In any case, the statistics
confirm what the eyes see.

It’s true that the US economy has grown
faster than that of Europe for the past gen-
eration. Since 1980 – when our politics took
a sharp turn to the right, while Europe’s
didn’t – America’s real GDP has grown, on
average, 3 per cent per year. Meanwhile,
the EU 15 – the bloc of 15 countries that 
were members of the European Union 
before it was enlarged to include a number
of former Communist nations – has grown
only 2.2 per cent a year. America rules!

Or maybe not. All this really says is
that we’ve had faster population growth.
Since 1980, per capita real GDP – which is
what matters for living standards – has
risen at about the same rate in America
and in the EU 15:1.95 per cent a year here;
1.83 per cent there.

What about technology? In the late
1990s you could argue that the revolution
in information technology was passing
Europe by. But Europe has since caught

up in many ways. And what about jobs?
Here America arguably does better: Eu-
ropean unemployment rates are usually
substantially higher than the rate here,
and the employed fraction of the popula-
tion lower. But if your vision is of mil-
lions of prime-working-age adults sitting
idle, living on the dole, think again. In
2008, 80 per cent of adults aged 25 to 54 in
the EU 15 were employed. That’s about
the same as in the US. Europeans are less
likely than we are to work when young or
old, but is that entirely a bad thing?

The point isn’t that Europe is utopia.
Like the US, it’s having trouble grappling
with the current financial crisis. But 
taking the longer view, the European
economy works; it grows; it’s as dynamic,

all in all, as our own.
So why do we get such

a different picture from
many pundits? Because
according to the prevail-
ing economic dogma in
this country – and i’m
talking here about many
Democrats as well as es-
sentially all Republicans
– European-style social
democracy should be an
utter disaster.

After all, while reports
of Europe’s economic de-

mise are greatly exaggerated, reports of its
high taxes and generous benefits aren’t.
Taxes in major European nations range
from 36 to 44 per cent of GDP, compared
with 28 in the United States. Universal
healthcare is, well, universal. Social ex-
penditure is vastly higher than it is here.

So if there were anything to the eco-
nomic assumptions that dominate US
public discussion – above all, the belief
that even modestly higher taxes on the
rich and benefits for the less well off
would drastically undermine incentives
to work, invest and innovate – Europe
would be the stagnant, decaying economy
of legend. But it isn’t.

Europe is often held up as a caution-
ary tale, a demonstration that if you try to
make the economy less brutal, to take 
better care of your fellow citizens when
they’re down on their luck, you end up
killing economic progress. But what 
European experience actually demon-
strates is the opposite: social justice and
progress can go hand in hand. – NYTNS

Europe’s better life
Paul Krugman

I
f you thought things couldn’t get any worse for Indian
hockey you were mistaken. With the hockey World Cup
less than two months away, Indian hockey players have de-

cided to skip practice until their demands are met. On top of
their list is payment of dues for playing in earlier matches and
tournaments. It’s a travesty that Hockey India, which runs
the game, has not paid the players in spite of being reminded
about it last November.

For some sense of perspective, let’s compare the salaries 
of our hockey players and cricketers. While Team India 
cricketers get Rs 1,60,000 per ODI/T20 game and Rs 2,50,000 per
Test, hockey players get a paltry Rs 25,000 every tournament
plus a small daily allowance. It is nobody’s case that other
sports be put on par with cricket since there are good reasons
why cricketers are paid such handsome salaries. But at 
the same time there is no reason why hockey players should
be paid such measly salaries. For all the glory that hockey
players have got for India in the past, the sport has unfortu-
nately been utterly mismanaged. This has reflected in India’s
poor showing in international tournaments over the past 
decade with an all-time low in 2008 when India failed to qualify
for the Beijing Olympics.

There was a feeling that things would improve when Indian
hockey chief K P S Gill was shown the door in 2008 after a14-year
tenure following pressure from the International Hockey 
Federation (IHF) so as not to jeopardise India’s chances of 
holding the 2010 World Cup. Though the Indian team has since
performed creditably, including winning the prestigious
Azlan Shah hockey tournament in 2009, management of
Indian hockey has not looked up. Ever since Gill was forced to
leave and an ad hoc committee formed by the Indian Olympic
Association to run the game, things have been fluid. A four-
nation tournament to be held in India this year had to be
scrapped after the IHF refused to clear it.

With the World Cup around the corner there is no time to
lose. It cannot be left to hockey administrators to resolve the
present crisis. The government should appoint a mediator to
address the issues raised by the players and to get them back
to training. In the longer run, Hockey India needs to put in
place annual contracts with competitive salaries as well as 
incentive payouts for a roster of players. Otherwise we could
see a repeat of player discontent spilling over and Indian
hockey plumbing new depths.

Self Goal
Hockey administrators provoke strike

over payment of dues to players

I sincerely hope that they (NRIs) will get a chance to vote
by the time of the next regular general elections.

PRIME MINISTER MANMOHAN SINGH

To forget oneself totally,

one’s mind should 

keep awake at every 

moment. A mind that 

has forgotten the past

and the future, that is

awake to the now, to the

present, expresses the

highest concentration 

of intelligence. It is alert,

it is watchful, it is 

inspired. The actions 

of a person who has such

a mind are exceptionally

creative and perfect. 

Verily to forget oneself

totally, is to be 

in perfection.

Swami Chinmayananda

�

The artist must be 

sacrificed to his art.

When you are playing

the part of the greatest

artist, there in the eyes 

of others you are a 

great artist, but from

your own standpoint 

you are not. No thought

of ‘I am doing’ is present,

you have become one

with the All. You are no

artist from your own

standpoint; there the 

interpreter, the in-

terpretation, the writer,

the writing – all have 

become one. There all

the difference has been

annihilated. This is 

the nature, the secret 

of inspiration.

Swami Rama Tirtha
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Take up one idea. Make

that one idea your life –

think of it, dream of it,

live on idea. Let the

brain, muscles, nerves,

every part of your body,

be full of that idea, and

just leave every other

idea alone. This is the

way to success.

Swami Vivekananda

Secret of Inspiration
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A
ny improvement in Indo-Pakistan rela-
tions is not going to come about as a 
result of newspaper groups from the

two countries taking the initiative in drawing
attention to their common heritage and pro-
viding additional channels for increased peo-
ple-to-people contact. Improved relations will
come about only as a result of policymakers in

India and Pakistan realising the
need for a fresh start. Hence, there is
a real need for greater in-
teraction – both formal
and informal – between
policymakers of the two
countries to explore new
options for the future. Such interac-

tions should not be confined to the narrow
framework of a formal dialogue, which has
been in a state of suspension since 26/11.

Regular interactions at the institutional
level – both civilian and military – to under-
stand each other’s perceptions have been ab-
sent for nearly two decades. These interactions
have to be resumed and expanded. Periodic 
visits by political leaders, military officers, 
security officials and other civilian function-

aries would help both governments in know-
ing each other in person.

Had there been the practice of senior army
officers of the two countries visiting each 
other, some of the recent comments of the 
Indian army chief, which have been criticised
in Pakistan, could have been discussed and 
clarified behind the glare of publicity. New 
Delhi has had such interactions with Beijing,
but not with Islamabad. The absence of govern-

mental interactions between India
and Pakistan has largely contribut-
ed to the failure of the two countries
to move forward on any issue.

Sitting in their respective offic-
es in New Delhi and Islamabad, policymakers
have become bereft of new ideas. The initiative
for restoring and expanding interpersonal 
interactions at leadership and institutional
levels has to come from both governments. The
role of non-governmental organisations should
be restricted to educating public opinion on the
need for such interactions so that the political
leadership does not face a domestic backlash.

The writer was a senior intelligence official
with the Indian government.

Governments must step in

I
ndia and Pakistan were separated at birth –
and painfully. Since partition, there have
been bilateral attempts to arrive at abiding

friendship. Yet government initiatives have
been hobbled by conflict deepening mutual sus-
picion. Sadly, each time ties have floundered,
stakeholders in strife have won, and ordinary
people have lost out. With 26/11, terror perpe-
trators and their sponsors ensured diplomatic
relations hit rock bottom. They also strength-
ened, as never before, warmongers
on both sides of the border. That’s
why the need to break out of age-old
cycles of bitterness and bloodshed
has never been as urgent as now. That’s why,
also, this newspaper – through Aman Ki Asha –
is committed to building cross-border under-
standing and people-to-people contact which we
believe hold the real key to lasting amity.

At a time of heightened hostility, it’s the
media’s duty to remind Indians and Pakistanis
how much they have in common: a shared 
ancestry, culture and stake in economic ties. As
neighbours, they also have a shared destiny. In
India and Pakistan, civil society has long been
asking questions about this future that the 

political class and men in uniform are yet to 
satisfactorily answer. Must we allow ties to be
repeatedly hijacked by forces of fanaticism? Or
should we reinforce old bonds and forge new
kinships, both emotional and cultural? Should
we be locked in mutual aggression, mandating
ever-increasing defence spending? Or should
we join hands to fight poverty and hunger, and
create jobs and wealth by increased
trade in goods and services?

Countless ordinary
men and women in both
countries wish to defeat
the forces that feed off

their assumed animosity. Countless
sane voices oppose the relinquishing
of the possibility of peace each time diplomacy
gets derailed by agents of violence, the common
enemies of both nations. Countless Indians and
Pakistanis highlight the need to stand united,
there being no better guarantee of harmony 
and prosperity than friendship that can’t be
wrecked. This popular peace constituency on
the subcontinent must be encouraged and
strengthened. And we hope you, our readers,
will join us in this endeavour.

A people-to-people initiative to bring about lasting Indo-Pakistani friendship

Peace as people’s will
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With reference to the editorial, ‘Trouble
Down Under’ (Jan 11), Indian and Aus-
tralian authorities must take measures
to stop attacks on Indians. Instead of
simply commenting on the tragic in-
cidents after they occur, authorities on
both sides need to be proactive. Wheth-
er the attacks were racial or not is not
as important as the fact that innocent
Indians are being continuously assault-
ed. The culprits must be traced and 
severely punished as early as possible.

Sudeep Phalke, GWALIOR

Get proactive about
stopping attacks

With reference to the article ‘Secure The
Foundations’ (Jan 11) by Prakash Singh,
the proposal to set up a National Counter
Terrorism Centre seems to be a sincere ef-
fort to tackle the menace of terrorism
more effectively. But merely setting up a
separate agency does not guarantee suc-
cess. Reforms need to be brought about in
the way our government functions as a
whole. Moreover, the government should
learn from its political blunders and past
mistakes related to J&K, the Naxalites, the
north-east situation and the like.

Anup Burman, KOLKATA

Coaching classes harm
school system
With reference to the Q&A (Jan 11), private
tuition classes by and large have only 
one objective: making money. Their main 
purpose is financial in nature, not 
academic. However, students and parents
seem to be still ignorant of their flawed 
nature. In addition, the rising number of
private tuition classes is detrimental to
the school system as students generally
end up giving greater importance to the
former rather than the latter.

Abhirup Bhunia, VIA E-MAIL

Government must learn
from past mistakes
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